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JUN 2 5 2001

FCC MAIL ROOM
Secretary
Federal Communicatioas Commission
445·TweJfth StIed, SW
Wdhinston DC 20554

To Whom It May CoDcem:

We the uadersiaoed would like to oppose the realJotment ofWcmrS license from Mt.
PIeuant to Hemlock referrins to amcmdmeDt ofsection 73.202(b) in the table of
al10lments for PM broIdcast stations for the following reasons (see attachment #2).

WIlen Wilts Breedcastina purchased the station &om Sommerville As8eciates in August,
2000 they said it would be operated just like before (see attICbment 1#1). Bud Ford told
me persouJly they would continue to cover the Mt Pleasant area with local weather and
news, but soon after the move to Sqinaw, Mt Pleasant and aay city west ofMidland
County became a dirty word. They haven't even kept a local office for public viewing of
their records.

On May 21, 2001 a tomado was spotted in Gratiot County headed for Isabella County we
didlt't heir any~ ofany kind. On my way home from work I heard on
anotler Sapw statiOll about the tornadoes. For many people in Isabella County this is
the only radio sUltion they have access to due to the type buildiDp they are in.

Thes1atioll bas a $20,000.00 cash give away for everyone in Midand, Bay, and Saginaw
cOUllties, but not for~1Ia (see attachment #1). When you set through they ask you
your namellld where you're calling from, ifyou say any city in Isabella County you are
automatically caller 16, 18, or 19, but ifyou say anywhere east ifMidland County you
are eeller 20, coiJlCidence we know it's not

We feel our radio station since the mid-19SOs has been stolen from us and we want it
back. TheJefore, we would like to request a denial for the liCCDSe ttaDsfer from Mt
Plasant to Hemlock. We also would like the station's studio be returned to the Mid
Midaigan Area.

Tbaak you for your consideration 88d hope to hear &om you Oft this matter.

Paa, R. Dalrymple
9S0tE. WiDlRd
She_ret, MI 48883

See followiDa paaes
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WCEN'~inewformat has critics
~ "';. -.(, . '. .' ~::' .: \. - -. . . . ..
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were cut nearly in half, Hunter said. another happy voice on The Moose." at
"We're paid hourly." he' said. "How the end of his shift. He was let go_

could we continue to live on half as without discuSsion. .
much money?" The station officially calls itselfThe

Sawyer left as a result of the fewer Moose. .
hours. Hunter said. .' "I think they were looking for a rea-

She was the first one to go. son to get rid of me,~ Spicer said. "I
. Sawyer's husband, Jim Hitpas. was w:asn't .even given an ,~portunity to " .

next. . discuss·what happened..
As the meteorologist for WCEN. With most of his colleagues gone. " .'.

Hitpas wasn't needed once Wilks Hunter decided to test the waters iU;ld.i:'.~.
mov~ WCEN .from it;s Mt. Pleasant con~ue wor~ f~r WCEN as the ,.~. :.
locatIOn to SagInaw on Nov 21. mormng host in Sagmaw...· .' ...•"':,

"They use the weather oft' of wire He didn't last three welWl. . ,;.;{.-:
services from other stations.· Hunter, Wilks bought WCEN-FM and
said. ' WCEN (AM) 1150 kHz on' Aug. 31. .

Jim Caulkins. the evening persOn- with plans to move the stations to a", ..
ality, was also fired before the mOve. new Radio Genter in Saginaw. They .".
Hunter said. " also changed the motto from '"Hot;. ',.

The last to go before the mov~ to . rockin' country" to "The Moose· and .:'\ ..
Saginaw was Rich Spicer, Ii midday began promoting a "20 in a row" eoJJl ;' "
personality. . '. . .

Spicer said he joked "Here comes (See WeEN. Page 8~) :.

..
..~Qp..a!r:"p~on~ti.~s':· . 'I wouldn't have sold the sta
.liave 'left: 'and neW·' . tion to Wilks if I'd ~ave known
· . . ·····t·.~~...,:. .: . .,', what they were gOll)g to do. I

O~~~"lj~re'A¥. ',~'",.'i: ,~:~~~e they're m~kin~a big mis

statiop- up.JOt ·sale. :_~ . . Richard SommervllleJ........="i' ,;, '.' ..
,~.. ., . L .~ '...'~ '. . .. '"",VIOUS OwntJf
Sun . .- Writei'-. .. . '. . '"

· "," . .<.t··;::·.·.,·. ".< ":-,./. ," . ," -: . .' #l""',' • • • ~. •

. ,J;.,,!, : ;r. '~;-;;I ::.:·'.•r';;':';~ ,'. ',' .,. .:. '. ,. from SommervIlle ~ates In

.' ~.WCli'N'~OA '6" 'WO;.,,;......l . .A t '. ".
•;t, ~~_ • _ ~ ,~~4.' ~~~ __ ' ••~:.. _.'~:~~.~'on- ., ,..' . .~;~, .
..' '" :naliti88~.'.. ",..~nt ..Ti. ol¥3,by : .~ Hunter and Tip.a Sawyer.·ro' ~ t91;U': ~gIi~A~~YI<tla~ ~no" a.k.a. "Tina aI?-d the Mb~." spent
"~.''.. ,•. ,' :~: ,.:" •.• "·._.··~~rl.·~_'..l~ ..ct:· " five years waking up 1......lhstene.rs as'···:./.~~·;.:cc))nb~,'!i~ .the WCEN's mo'rning sho;hpts. .
· s,ta~'8 'inOvefioJn.Mt.~~t)Q... ' ~«:' enjoyed doing }lle I;llolning

~
W'-'have many1~ listeners show Immensely." HuninSald. "Our

14... • .. ·like.. theyve,lost an *~~.~n~~ . li~ers ma~e us feel .. ' . if we ~ere
;.,.:.. ', .~are.part~fa ..~ of dOJngsomething worth~.. e:" .
.cha~t... bePn ..~~<':}YUb After Wilks Broadcasting pur
:"Broa . '. p~~l.h~P8&tion chased the station, everYone's hours

. ". .0. 1 ••• ; ,i:"'. .... '; <:/..;:-; ':.~ _'.: . -\.
;', "~.:..•::.. -... ~
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, weEN
(Continued from Page
1D)
format. ,

Throughout the
transition, Wilks said
they would retain
anyo~e w~o wanted to
stay, Spicer said.

"Either they
couldn't or never in
tended to .keep their
promises," Spicer said,

Hunter believes
Wilks' primary motive

,in, buying WCEN was
to make it a Saginaw
station.

"If callers from the
Mt. Pleasant listening

. area actually said
where they w~re from~.

"'1,
we were instructed to mid~1950s' said Rich- goitlgto .do," So~
edit out the city before ardSommerville, pre- mervillesaid., "I be
airing it," Hunter said: vious owner of the lieve .theY're making a
"This didn't apply to station. . big mistake."
Saginaw, Bay City or "It was the only ra- Ford said all .of
Midland listeners, of dio station in Mt. WCEN's Mt. Pleasant
course.~ , Rleasant fur. tJ1~b' *ttw~:~" 'tb.~

Program. Director years and, certainly the ,,~...o.ppo~.'·,:C911- _.__
Bud Ford said Wilks old~st ,,10 Isa~lla tinue working for
has decided to expand Co.unty, Sommerville Wilks if they wanted to
the listening area to saId.., .' commute to Saginaw. '
the entirety of mid- When.. Wilks bought "Whether they co:uld
Michigan. the s~a~on fro~ Som- fit into what we

"The 100,OOO-watt ,~ervI!le and .hIs son, needed is a whole
signal i~ phenom~n~l," . Jim, . th~y. sal~ .they'd different story," Ford
Ford saId. "Why lImIt a 'operate It Just like we said
statio~ this big to one' did,:" Sommervple said. Aithough. ',there'is
town? , I wouldn t. have still local adverijsing
. WCEN. (AM) beKan sp~d, t.h.! station to on WCEN, many area
10 1949 and. WCEN- Wilks If rd' b~ve listeners have noticed
FM was added in' the .' kno~n what they were 'a ,lack of local news.

:and weather: I

. "There's no more lit-:
tIe tidbits about local'
entertainment," said:
Kathy Koboski, a for-'
mer WCEN listener:
from Alma. "Rich,
(Spicer) was always:
really good about let·,
ting us know what:
country singers were'
coming to town." :

Koboski actively'
bans the new WeEN:
and encourages her'
friends and family to:
do the same.

"It made me mad to:
hear how everybody'
wns being treated," she:
said. "It's just not the:
same anYmore." •

Ford said that the ~
expanded listening,
area will actually help:

.
get bigger stars to,
come to the area. ~

"With a bigger cov- ~
, erage .base,,:,we' .~8:ve ~

more ", op~f.tUnities~
.' 'froDt....Nbh~''!'\·Foi'd ~

',:"~*'~=:.:>~~'~8~th:~t ,
,"" ,W~Eu,,/ "'J.n,.18~:al-,

:~~!r.e~~~~"~8;beeni'
;"0« ,,'the ,'=-.8lr" for more ~
,.th81f' a" month and:

Wilks has no' intention ~
of using the station, ~

, said Crajg Dalla Riva,;
,vice .'. -'president for ~

, Wilka BrOadca8~g in l

Saginaw';:
"The station wasn't'

producing a· lot of,~
revenue and we de-:
cided not to pursue it,":
Dalla Riva said. :

Clare resident·
Fo~tMeek .aid. he!
i~ .disappointed that'
1150-AM was closed'
down.

"It was a good radio
station for local school
news," Meek said. "You·
need local radio."
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~U;IQ';;~tanon~: o6!u ::to··t:·~~\

iniive'license frOID M~P.·,·
" . , '. . , ~

ByWENPI L..BAI(ER"", . ,,,.. :,·...LayiQle~, sej4""and. does ,not.
Sun Business W~er '. , ,' change WCEN's Qpetatiorls or .

The' ~~~i:s:oiw~;~·. ~:=~JUstapi~'()r:;'
94 5 arm.. M ,,, •"= .·......."·y.A.• '~~'A.::.:I .cun.......'., .L~e, O?se, are, C'II '. ~~,:,.~'V1C:»J"~:~.,=!"".y~~".:,
the radio station'•. las,,', to" , 18~~w,~',~.'do ·.on, ..
tie to Mt. Pleasant) .', ;". the:~',",; :,,;r ...~~ ..u.e

, . ~1lks Brl?Rthd~;F~peralti-,.,.:~i~~~~~~~~~~mm~~f
tlomng " e" . ede! ~:.~ "3' .'~ ·¥.~':;.i?l"4'i·f:V:I.. ' ,:y •

. Communications.CoJ;DJDisBi~>::·"':JV.hile maintaining, local ;
to reallot We.EN's liC81iie trom:-;·"DeWs, weather and~1ic serv- .:

',·Mt. Pleasant 'to Hemlock4 ' ·,.,.!,:ice\ coverage': 'is', 'impo~t,
"The,FCC;,wants u4't9.bl'QlJd- WCE~s move to Hemlock' ;

en our'coVerage area.oflicenSem~,Mt.,P1euantis,l~ a •
:by moving closer to our operat- vetyp"",*fU1:'M1Dme~'r8dio:s:

in facilit)j". Market :Manager' ~."'i8id.~',llun~.~di.rec>"u"_· La' ·'Ie·d I' tor' of n-t.nT.~'io:l:."_::.:..lI: " . :';"'.lY.LU\.e :no tte Bal. ' '", "'aL,~;:M':":""U!i"..LJllUl.O... ~ .. :'....
Themoyi& 'ust,' 'fo--1: " '~l'\ ~.' .~i·'.i;.:..;..;.:':":':·~ .• '" .;~. ~ ...Jfl.,""~ty, .. : .., .•, .,~~~,,~."'. "',~J,.'. , .. '. ..', .. ' . , 'l~:f .,_," r-,¥~¥-¥.,.' .;,),.'....w"

"',"'·4 • • '. • 1lI'. '. "'Tr·. '" '. ,..~-."... ..I;If':.

" ~.·l"\)""· .':' ~'~"":P':..:' ·r;\·!;'~··':-·=·HO::~'· .....,. '" .. ", ',=-".J,oft/I'#'i:".W··. ~:;!':'l~'.1 ~1'~:4i

~41~,~~~:i' . ••~~~\~~"",. !~",,~~,~~.~.~.;""\''')~J;~'''i,ti~.'' ~id:
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LOnERY
Midday Dally Lottery 4-3-3

Mldday'Dally-4 1-6-3-3

Dally 3 7-4.;3

Daily 4 0-0-2-9

RollckWm 1-6-15-19-29

'Keno 4,.8,13,14,15,26,27,
31,34,39,.46,47,51,53,58,
62, 64, 65,,66, 68, 78, 80

I(l;ontlnuea rro~ ~agel) \DInIn9
~updated plumbing and wm.,ng, 'L.-·cens··e·· .\
'it will also have to be bamer- .. . (Continued· from Page 1)
!free to· comply with the started back in 1935.
CAmericans with Disabilities (~ntl"ued from Page 1) Time seems to move more

fAct. '. "WCEN is the very first slowly· here and change is a
. In addition to apartments, radio station ever licensed to seldom-seen stranger. Yet a
~ there may also be a coffee Mt.. Pleasant," Hlint said. It change. is exactly what the
~ house. for the public to enjoy on was the only station in Mt. . Baranskis' ~ seeking. The
J, an upper level section of th~' Pleasant for many years and Whitehouse Restaurant:is for
: building that juts out U?' the oldest in Isabella.County. sale. Has been, for· almost a
.. Broadway, Kulick said. . The,· previous . owners, year and a hal£

These are the plus 7 ten- .Sommerville and Associates, ,"It's a hard business to be in
tatiye until Brownfield. upgraded the signal to 100,000 right now," Bill Baranski said,
Development is able to accept watts on a 1,OOO-foot transmit- his wisecracking demeanor tal- ;
an option from ~e. city's t,ax ter· near Coleman, which is the tering for a moment. "There's a •
increment financmg authonty highest power antenna avail- lot of-new things to learn in the :
to acquire the property and able, Hunt said. restaurant business. We're'
Dlake it useful for the commu- The FCC requires radio sta- tired." :
nity. . ' " tiona to put a certain siJllal 'When a local real estate .

City officials anticipate that transmitter strength, 70 DBU company didn't produce ~
the developer will hav.e to MHz, over the area of,license, . results, a switch was made to a ~
remove ubestos and lead from Hunt said. more nationally recognizable ~
some of the pipin( and supPort "IfWCEN's license moves to one. Yet still they,wait. ~
columns. Cooler rooms dbwn- Hemlock, WCEN.no lonprhas. "People look .at it and say :
stairs are insulated with four- any obligation. to Mt. you can' make much money," ~

. inches of corkin the walls. Pleasant," he said. "The idea is Baranski said. "They never ask :
The bulk. feed storage tower to make it a Saginaw radio sta- what the sales are." •

next to the site will most likely tion." . In addition to the business, ,
be torn clown, Kulick said, but Wilks bought WCEN-FM their four-bedroom house locat- I

the fate oftht\high smokestack last AUguSt and moved its ed only steps away is also for :
remains undecided. operations from Mt. Pleasant sale. '. .,

to,· Sal'hlawm' November. . So far there have been few :
Thouan Several· of\~e 'original serioUs inquiries but Baranski, I

salesstaft' remain, all Of the .already retired, isn't worried. :
.local discjockeY8.either.quit or Even if no one steps forward, I

were fired by December. the doors will remam open; :
, Thepneral ~ublic~canhave "Why take a business as I

. a· say' in·WCEN's . potential good as i~ is and throw it down .:
move from Mt;'Pleuant to the drain," he said. I

Hemlock. The FCC is accepting Although Baranski credits :
comments until June, 25 by the friendly people with their.'
writing to 'Secretaty, Federal success, his wife had a differ- ;

. CommUnications 'Commission, ent explanation. ' ,
445 Twelfth St., SW, "'My ·husband's a ,wonderful :
WashiD.gton D.C. 20554. ltefet· ·person..H,.jokes with.~ CUI- ,.
to the amendment of section tomers,w!donica'BaraDski said, :
73.202(1) in the table of· allot- . w\1o is also the owner. '1Ie's got I

menta for PM.broadcaststa- a great seD8e of humor. Pm a I

tions.· , , sOur pu.s.~.' ,'" " '
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